
HISTORY OF' THE AEROSIPACE: COMPUTER SECURITY CONFERENCF):

Th ... 1tl1ti<ll1 id...a for a c.:mfer ...nr. ... which would <lIddr ...ss issu...s regarding

api'll i Collt iOtlS c,f corroputer secur i ty technology to aerc,spac:e programs carroe

fr';)m ,:onv... rillati,';:ltlS betw......n Harry Sheetz and Fred T,",)rropldns ( ..rroploye.~s ';:If

Mitn'o Corporation, at thli' time) in July 19f14. This idea W.a~1 fOYrnally

supported by Mitre, whio:h bec.'UM, a C';:l'-sponsor of the Urat ':onfer,;,nce,

along with NASA /i\nd the IEEE Computer Soci,;,ty. The flY'st ccmferen,:1l' waSf

held in March, 1'85 at Mitre facilities in Virginia, attracted

app,"oxirl'i:\·tely l1E:i people, to the one"'day cQnfererl~:e, and was, acclaimed by

"\1 att ...ndees. The chairrroan for that first Conferenc ... was Bill Biaigna,ni,

.' The Mi,tre Corpor,;\\;icm.

FollOWing the firs,t conf"renc"", four of th" organizeY's who were

interll'sted in esta,bliwhing thiu event on a ':';:ltltinuing b ••siaform&d ,;\

non'-'proHt pay'tneY'l.hip, (nc.'w' a o::orpor,;\tion) nml,ed the· A&rospace Cml,put.~r

S"cw' i ty AW!Iloc iates (ACSA), to achi, .~V& thi s &nd. The four Assoc i olltes are

Dr. Jc,el. Lf'Vy curr&nl y <lit NASA H&<lIdqu<llrt&rs, Dr. M<lIr$lh<lll1 Abr<llms c;,f Mi tY'e,•
Fr ...d TQmpldtHI now of CSC, and lk.b Kc.vao::hnow of PRe. We w...r ... all

•
p,"of ...s1ii>icmal personlili interested in the $;UC:CGSS o'f thi£, fleclgldng VfNl'ture

atld we pro::u:e-ede-d with .plans fQY' a s&o::ond .:onf ...r&no::e ·tQ be- held in

D..e&mb~,Y', 19Bfl.

W", agr/fted t;h.,ltt'li.tre-, as a pY'i,vi:\te eCJfnpany, should no't b", itlCluded·· as

.. !lponsor. Further, the-re- was little- interest at NASA at th~,t time f';:lY'

p<llY'tleip.,ltic.'tl after the initi.,11 spcm£,oY'ship agreement for the- first

conference. F.arlyagre-emll'nts tOlllp.;ms.:.r the seo::ond rroe-e-ting we-r.~ made with

,'e- Comput~~r SCJc:iety Qf the- n;:E"E and· thfolo AmeriCan SoCif,'ty for Inclust;ricr;1

l~",curity (ASIS). Liater, iagre-ements W.H'& readHHlwitl!l DODeI to;:l pr.;:lvide th ...

nee ess,,;lry Iilipcmmorshi.p and suppor t tc. perm! 1:· t;: 1assi fi ~,d sle-lilisi cms (all.



sessions at the first conference were unclassified). It was strongly felt

by the orgal~il?ers that, despite, the success of the first C~onferet1c&,

ImpQrtant progrlTt1!ls could n,=,t be m,ade without the ,addition of claslsi fllTtd

!i!H:H!5Si on-so.

Although th(,r,. were initial disCLls~.iQns with AIAA to also act as a

SpOt11ll0r, theslTt wlTtre proceeding casually un,til thlTt ComputlTtr SocllTtty

wi thdrlTtw I till, spe.'nsor·shi p due to I!wmlTt' conhlsi on Y'lTtgardi nlir th&i I' internal

policies having todD with thlTtsponsorship of classlfllTtd melTttlngs. At

this POil~t, dii1lcusl!lic.n~i with the apprc,pri,~te, AIAA Technical Area, Committee

or TAC, proceeded more rapidly, and LlTte Hol,:,=,mb ':If NASA Headquarters, the

Chairman c,f th& r&lev,mt TAC, £\gy'eed to pr&ss for l!Iponsi;:.rship. It W,\S

agr ....d by all parties that the A",rospa,:e Ce,mputer 13ecurlty ASlilociates

(ACSA) and i.tiS. comml,ttee would provi,de arrangementiS for the metrl'ting wi th

',alson to th ... threlTt sponsors.
)

We pl'oetrl'eded. 'to .m1lst memb.rs e,f the ol'ganl·zlng committee arid were

Vtwy fortunate in ()ur .. ff,:ortllll. We got atev. Walk.r to a,:t as F'rQgram

ChairmC\n, ,~nd this·w"ls pY'c,bably ow', bigg"~it ea'tch. Lewis Schneider of

ASIS agr ..ed to b. L,=,,:,al Arrang,..menta Chairman, an,=,thtrl'r m,aj,=,r c<i\tch ·slnc.~

Lewl, sis a pl'ofessi c,nal me..t·i ng pI anner and brought ex(:e11"nt cl'trl'dent j, ahi

to the ,J,=,b. W.. al\~':l got Dr. Chris P.rry alll Tutorial Chairman, ,and Col.

VI.: I"lal'shall ,ai; ODDer a9r ....d to ~v~t; a~1 liaison to that a9.rtncy (after 1'1 ..

w,as transf.rr ..d, htrl' was sw:.:eed..d by Lt. C.=,1. Jim McDaniel. Finally, Carl

Landwehr of NRL and TerYy' L~)zc)t1l1lky o' OoD'1; (:"'1 Oi rec t,e.'r at .. agYetrl'd to

help out.

'Z.



As some of y~)l.A krlt)w. the second Conference was held on Decil<mb€>l" 2··..4.

1986 at th€> Westpark Hotel. Vienna. Virginia, and was a great succ••••

Ov.r 190 persons. attended the ·th,·ei!" day C~)t1feri!'nc.. Classi fied Seilll>!.Orl!1l

were h.ld at a nearby Mitri!' facility and attract.dov.r 100 people. The

tut':ll":lals which were introduced proved very succ.'Hili5ful, with signi fieant

~~tt,~m!atlCe at eadl. CQI'(oI'(o\~nts rec ... ived from attendol'es in a t,;,tally

l!t1so1 icited way were very ce.'m~tlementa,·y. Dr. Je.'eol l.evy chaired thh~

Conference and also agrt)",d t,;, .:flair the Conft)rence in·1987.

On thl!' heoelill of this h",ac.1y p'rosperity, we b~'tlan m~)re ambi.tioL\~!

planning f,;,r the Third Cotlference. We laelected Orlat1do for a variety ,;,f

reas~)t1s.. Fin,t. because we felt a w"wmffr c1irnat;e might be mewe ~;,lIt·h.fying

f',;)r .:.ur December meeting. Second, be,: ,"'IJlle ASIS h<l!d and ,:continues to IH)ld

a I'll-Imber of Succf'1!f>a.ful. II,e",'1;ing5 hel''''. And· thil'd, becaulle I[PCOT C&nt",r ,md

"iillneyw.;,rld ,lire gr",at illncillaryattractionll f,;,r ilIttendees' farnili\l'ls.

We f,~~panded the length of the Conference to fOl..Il"·..·and-·a-hal f days. ill

f,;,rrn.",t which we t10W feel quite conf()rt.'lIble with. Thefirllt two days

consi lilt of ~\ VeIl" i&ty of tutor!.a1 E.&lllllionlll, and th&se are fo110we-c.1 by

tw.:.··and-ill-hal f dillys of technio:al pimels and paper 1Sl1's1i5iotlS.

W. al1i5o (: hangecJ e.'I..Ir' organi';: at iOt1al liIponsorlOhip' oncl!', agal n. 'ThE' ACSA

Ch':'lil.~ thll' IEEE as i t1li major sponsor. wi th AIAA. ASIS. and the DCmCI as

well al!l ACSA being thll' ~lpOnSOl"Il. This Illame O:::Qnglcomel"iI.\ti~malsc. waEI

16E'1(,,:t\l'd by ACSA to run the fourth meeoting, alsQ held in Orl.'lItldo.

Certainly. in nlAmbe.rsi alone, thE' 'Third ConfE'nmt:e. held -:on December

2··(5. l'ii'187 was alsQ (~ great SI.Ic.:ess. Over 185 .pe,;,ple ',lttet1d\l'd the

fOLlr-and""<i\-'half day c:c.nfe,·enc;e. which includecl Clilll!llli' fied Illessi,:ms eon on...

day. This number despite a terribl4 mix-up with our mailing of th\l'

Advance f'ror/yarn, whi~:h del'ayed' by ne<~r1y a month th& acquhlit!.con of

ogroall' informati,:)n by prQlspective .'lIttende.rtl3 fUlly met OlJr e-xpl7tctati-:ot1\"io

. "'~ arJre",d to mee'1; ag,,1in in l'ii'1t~8 in Orlando.



Th€, ~emeept of thll' Cot1feyenc:e has. rr'CltuY·",d· tCl a' point whey", aCI!-:'ptanc:e

of ':;tur 1'01 '" within the ,:omputeYlIJecuY i ty fi ",1 d is b....ingreco\Jni zed. Thi 1S

1'01", is C:G'ntey,;~d about two pYimary objec:tivesi' f:lYii>t, to pi-ovide. lotfoyum'

at whid1 i!ll1l!lues Y€lganHng appli.:ati.:;tn!ll of o:ompl.lter s ...cuyity topl.anned

pY'ograms and 2;ys.tll'ms rrl~\Y be ll'xpl·oY€l'd;. and sec:ond, to pYov*'tle ed~lc:ational

",xpeYienc:es in c':;tmput ...r security appli':<lItic:,ns. L,ast yei~Y'S ,:o:mfeY€l't1':flo h,ad

IlIppYoxl.mately B5 p ...n;ons attend thyee tutol"i·",ll!l orl the fin;t dmly, .md·

i~ppYoxim<l\t&ly 16m p ...opl ... attended th& ':lassi fi ...d .,md ut1classi fied !IIessi,:;tns

duY in~l the n ...xt fc.'uY d",ys.

Planning foy this y ...ay's me&ting· was th&nc:al"l"i",c! out· duri.ng. eal"ly

1'i!l88. Manshall Abyams has been l3enel"a1Chai Ymal1; Lewi s 8chl1 ... i d ... y, and

Bob Kovac:h c:ontinued in thG'iY pY'imay'Y 1"01e2il; Bill Bisignani y"tuYn",d te)

the so: ...n(, <lind agr ......d to take on th", pQ!IIitic,n ,:;tf F'Yogl"am ChaiYman; Di~;ie

"'ikey' of Th" A"I"c:.spao::e. Co:)1" p,:;ty ",t ion 2,eYv€l'd as Tutm'ials'. Chairman; and T€l'l"ry
I

.,z':;tnsky and Jim M,:Dani.,l stay.,d on <liS c,:,rnmitt.,., ml!'mb",n'l; Joel Levy was

t;h... Finanee ChaiY·man. Orr...· majo!'" cli ff*r€l't1c:., b",twe...n, this y",/ilY··'fi Conference.

,and th,:;t~.e ,:;tf pr ...ceding ones is that .::;lasllIifi",d meetings will not b ... h(,ld.

The D€tpaytment of Deftmse hOI';' inlStall/itc:1 1'1 ...101 po:)lici ...s whic:h mak... it

imp,:;tssib1 ... to h,:;tld classi fed me... tingl6 at .a non'-()oD c: .•:;tnf ...r&n-:&.

The 19B8 .:cmfeYence was a hug... 1lll~ICCel!llS. 2&1 p ...ople ",tteml...d· with (lv...y

185 peopl .. ,att ...ndingthetut':;tr!a11l1",ssi':lns. AlthQl.Igh th .. final numbers

.ar ... nc)t in, 'l;h." thY"e financ:ial c:c.~-spc:,nlSc.'rs selec:t;&d by AC8A· <IEEE, ASHl,

and AC:l3A) will c.1'ytait11y ...njoy a largelSurplus.fI":lr QUI" part all ,:;tfthe

pyo:)fits. will b ... v'eil1vested in futur ... m.......til1gs.A sUl"v",y c:ondw.::t/itd at the

meeting got answ",Ys from ab-:;tut 15% '.::of th .... attend...elS. Allindicatio:lns wer ...

that the teozhnical pYogram· a1lll w/itl1 as the tu·toriaJ.s w...re v ry 101...11

re,:eived. The vastma,jority (neal'ly 'i'1(1%indic:ated that th y p1,!\nned to

att ...nd n€,xll year' IS' '3onf ...y ...n,-=""

W... av· ... now' app",r ...nt 1y assured Qf having a succ:essrful Con feY· ...nc:·f' for

vr1/it futuYe. We th yefore planned for 198'il and hav... s&l ..cted a n ...w sit ...

'fo:)r the Conf...rf't1c W... 'd like1 ·to formally invite all of you to join us at



II

the wotlderful Westwar", Look Res'.)rt in Tucson, Arizc,na. Our meeting d,ate!5

are set for DE<cembG'r 4-8, ~,nd WE< pl'omtsG' to havG', £1ome me,re :int.wil<sting,

surprises for you in .:;)ur t,:;)toll.l pl"ogr,am.


