REMARES. FUR BRD AERUSPACE COMPUTER SECURITY CONFERENCE
DECEMBER 9, 1987

I would ke to be a litthe self—indulgent today and address my
remarks to the hiﬁtﬁry af this conference. AR & member of the original
argandzing committes and ag Beneral Chalrman of the Conference for the
past two years, [ have some perspectives on why we -began this activity
that I wouid: }ike to share with. you.

, &
v . The initial idea for a conference which would address issues rvegarding

apltications of computer security btechnology to aerospace programs ©amne
from conversations between Harry Sheetz and Fred Tompkins (employees of
Mitre Corporation at the timed in July 1984. This idea was formally
~gupported by Mitre, which became a co-sponsor of the first conference,
along with NASBA. and. the IEEE Computer Botiety. The fivst conference was
leld in March, 19835 at Mitre facilities in VMirginia, attracted
approyimately 1185 people to the one-day conference, and was acclaimed by
all attendees. The chairman fior that first Conference was Bill RBisignani,
then of The Mitre Uorporatlomy: who is uurrentlyzwith.Bomzmhllﬁn-and

Mamilton.

Following the first conference;, four of the organizers who were
interested in estabklishing this event on a continuwing basis formed a
non-prafit partnerahip, (now a corporationd named. the Aerospace Compuber
Becurity Agaociates (ACBAY, to achieve this end. The four Associates are
myself, Dr. Marshall abrams of Mitre, Fred Tompklins now of Managemend

( mensliong, Inc., and Bob Hovach of ORI, Inc. We were all professional
"persons interested im the suwccess of this fledgling venbure and. we

proveeded with plans for a second confershce to be held in Decemnber, 1'Z88.



We agreed that Mitrey as a private company,; should not be inetuded am

A smponisor.  Further, there was little interest at NASBA at that time for

participation after the initial sponsorship agreement for the first
conference. EBarly agreements to sponsor the second meeting were made with
the Computer Soclety and the Amervican Bociety for Industrial Becurity
CABIB). Labter, apgreements were reached with DDPGI to provide the
necessary sponsorship and support to permit ¢lassified sessions (all
sessions at the first conference were unclassilfied). It was strongly falt
by the organizers that, despite the swooess of the first Conference,
important progress oouldd nntubeumade‘wtthmut the addition of classl fied -

HEnsl orng .

Al though there were indtial digoussions with AIAA . to also ach as a
gpongar, these were proceeding casually unbil the Computer Socieby
“ithdrew itm-mpﬁnﬁavmhip'du& o gome confusien regarding their dnterpal

licies having to do with the sponsorship of classified mestings. At
this poiknt, discussions with the appropriate ATAA Techrnical Arvea Commlttes
oy TAZ, proceeded wore rapidly, and Lee Hoelscomb of NABA Headquarters, the
Chairman of the relevant TALR, agreed to press for sponsorships 1t wap
agreed by all parties that the derospace Compuber Security Associasbes
(ACHA) and its committee would provide arrvangements for the meeting with

liaigon to the three sponsors,

N&“ﬂfﬁﬁ&&@&d to enlist members of the organizing committee and were
very fortunate in our efforts. We gob Steve Walker to act a8 Program
Chaivrman,. and this was probably our biggest catob.. lLewis Schheider of
ABIS agreed to be Local Arrangements Chairman, ancther major catoch since
Lewia is a professional meeting planner and bhrought excellent credentials
to the jobe We also gob Dre Chris Perry as Tutorial Chalrman, and Col.
Viec Mavshall at DODEX agreed to act as liaison to that agency (after he
was transferved, he was sucoeeded by Lt. GCol. Jim MocDaniel. Finally, Carl

‘nodwehr of NEL and Terry Lozonsky of DoD?e C91 Divectorabe agreed bo

'nalp ok,



A aome- of your khowy the second Conference was held on December 2nd
through the 4th at the Westpark Hotel, Vienna, Virginia, and was a greatb
BLs cest. - Over 190 persons attended the three day Conferensce. Olamei fied
sessione were held at a nearby Mitre facility and attvacted over 100
peaple. The tubtoriale which were introduced proved very successful, with
gignificant attendance at each. Comnments received froam attendees in a-

totally unsoligited way. were very camplementary.

On the heels of this heady prosperity, we began more ambitiouws
planning for the Third Conference. We selected Orlande for a variety of
reasonsg,.  Firegt, because we felt a warmer climate might be more satisfying
for our December meebing. Second, because ABIH had and continues to bold
a pumber of sucoessful mestings here. And third, because EXPO and

Digneyworld are great ancillary attractions for attendess families.

Certainly, in numbers alone, this Conference can be called a BUCC e BE
already. When welre through countingy, we expect to have over 1H80 people
here. This number desplée a terrible mix-up with our mailing of the
Advance Program, which delaved: by nearly a month the acquisition of
programn information by prospective attendees fully meets our
expacﬂétimna». We! ve expanded the meeting o four days, have gotten
permission from Dol $o hold o)lassl fied sessions at this wonder ful hotel,

and attracted some new user segments to this meeting.



The concept of the Conference has also matured to a point wvhere
acceptance of our role within the computer seqcurity field is being
recognized. This role 18 centered about two primary objectives: firsiy, to
provide a forum at which lasuss regarding applications of computer
security to planned programs and systems may be exploredy and second, to
provide ecducational experiences in compuber security applications.. Last
yvearfs conference had approximately 85 persons attend three ftutorials on
the fivet day, and approximately 190 pewople attended the classi fied and.
cunclassi fled sessions during the next twa days.

Flanning for next year's meeting has already begun. Marshall Abvams
will be General Chairvmany Steve Walker, Lewis Schhneider, and Bob Kovach
will comtinue in their primary rolesy Dixie Baker of The Asrospade
Corporation has agreed to be Tutoriale Chairmany and Terry Lozonsky and

"l MeDaniel will stay on s committee membersy yours truly will remain
C tive and act as Fimance Chairman. Most important, Bteve Walker will
again be asslsted by Bob Morris of NGEE. We are all very happy, aluo,
that Bill RBislgnani of Booz-dllen, the first Chalrman of this Conference
has again found time to participate in the planning ~ he will be assisting
Bteve on preparing an oubtstanding techrical program for pext year.

Bpeaking: of which -~ I%d like to formally be the firgt to dnvite all of
you bo jodbn us again next year here in rlando. Our neeting dates are setb
for December 13 through the 16, and we praomlise t0 have some more
interesting surprises for you in our total program.



