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I waul d H ke to be a 11 ttl'e sel'f·-i.l'ldulgent today aml, address my

remarks to the history of this ,:cmferenc",. As a m",mber '.::of thf!' o::original

'.::orgal'lt;:,ing ';ommi·tt",... and as a...n ...ral Chairman cif th... Conference for the'

past two years, I have som... perspe,~tives .::.nwhy w... began thisac.tivity

that I would 11 kf' to shar ... with you,

•
The initi<l\l id...a for a conf.~rence whi.;:h would addreSl. il>lIIIues regarding

.Jpll,cations ~)f c<lm,puter securit;y tec:lmology to aero!~pac:e programs came

from c:.::.twersati,::otl111 betw6'&n H<l\rrylilh6'etz and Fred Tompkitls (empl.:,ye-es '::of

Mitre Coy'porationat the time) in July 1'3614. This idea was formally'

supported ,by Mitre, wht.;:h bll1'came ..a.:o~.sponsor of the first ,:onferen,:Il1',

along with NA~lA and, the, IEEE Computer Soc: i ety" The fi rst ccm f",rforlce was

held in Mar,:h,1'3l35 at MitrG fa,:Uiti6's in Virginia, ,.ttracted

approxtma'blitl y 115 peopl e tiC! the cme·-day con ferenc:e, and was acc.la\i,med by

.alIa\; tendees. Th .. c:hai I" man for that fi rstCotl f&renc .. wa!S Bi 11 Bi si gtlani ,

'~hen e,f The Mi 'bre Corpc,rat i 01'1+ who, i.s ,:urrently" wi t;h Booz·-Alle>n and

Hami 1 t ,::.tl.

1"'011 owin~l the fi rst conferenc.e, four· ,::of the organi zer£; who' were

intGrest ...d in establ ishin9 this ...v ..nt cm ,a continuing basi. formed a

non--'pr'cifit partner~;hi'p" (now a C:Qrpora'bi,on) named th... Aerospac: .. C~)mpl\lt",Y'

Security Associat ..a (ACSA), to adli",vG this end. Th<l' f.:;our AiIlsQciat.ii'I ar ..

,'iysel f, Dr. M<l\rshall Abra,,,s Qf Mitre, F'r.cl: Tc,lYIpldtlS now Qf Matlag",ment

I mensio:;oms, In.:., and Bob Kovach of ORI, Inc. W., w...r.~ all prof",ssional

't""l"s':ms in'bere~ltelJ:t inLth", succ:",ss. of this' fled"llinlll·v",ntJUY'e and". w..

pro.: ....d ...d with plans for a sl1lc'.::ond cotlfGr"n,:", to b.~ h",ld in De,::emb..r, 1~78E\.



We agreed:' that Mitr'li',t as a privat ... company, lIihoulcL no:;.t b ... it"G;lud.~d oaf;

a lapo::otl15.:;.r. F'urthii:'r, thl1>rii:' walli little intere15tatNA!3Aat thattt.me for

partl. c i pat i o::m ,; fter the, int t btll 1Ilpotll1loY'ship agr ...eroe-nt fol" th... fi ,'st

.:onf&renc.l'o Ei;,wly agr&or.ro,;,nts to sp.:;.nsor th';'lH,cc.nd ,roe,;,ting w,;,ror. road", with

thor. ComputeI' Soc:i",ty ;me!' the American l!loc:i ...ty fl(!lr Indt,lfltYi'/!\'l 8ecuYity

(AS IS). Latlil'r, agre,;,rn,;,nts wer,;, r,;,ached wi tn D0!'lCI t.:;. pr.;)vid .... th.~

necHHls.ary sponsorship, and llmpport to. pennit classt fied' $e-sai,ons (all

$~.1IlSiotl1B at the finat ,c.:mf",rEH1ce w,;,r,;, unclassi Hed). It was strongly ,felt

by the orgolniz,;,rs that, despi,t .. thE1' !!!luccess of th... first Con feren.c .. ,

important progr",sscould notb... ,mad 11> without the "addition of .:l,assi Hed

SE'1>9ii on1!l.

Althowgh th..re WeyE' initial disca,lss!cms with AIAAt;o ill:so act as a

lapOnSOY, thesil' W"YE' pYocee-ding calilually .untilthe C.:>mput,;,y Soci .... ty

"'i, thc:lyew its spOnSOl"1illhip due- to sou,e, c·on fusi on Y'eganUng th...iyint ..Ynal·

)li'~ies h"wing to do withthesponsclYship of class! fiedmeetings. At

thi l!I pe.'int, c:li scuw£Ili ons with the-' appy opYiate AIAA Technical Ar",a Commi,t te,;,

(~r rAC, pro,:ee-c:led more- Y,apidly, and LEl'eHQlc·omb of NASA He,adquayt",ys, the­

ChaiYmlil\tl o·f th& relevant TAC, agY"'Gd tC) pYe1ll>~l foY sponlllorlilhip. It was

agreed by ,.11 p,ayties th,atthe Aero:>spaceC.:>mpLlte-r Security ASls.:>ciate-s

(AC8A) and, its committeG would pYovide aYYangementiih fo::,Y the me,;,tin~l' with

liaison to the thye-e spo:>nsors.

We, pY'o:>cee~&d to:> enl ist membeY~; o:>f th .... organizing ce:,mutitt ..e, and w&ye

very fo:>rtwliat", in O:>IJr eff.:>yts. WEl' go:>t StevEfWalk.~r t,:> a,:t <liS Pyo:>gr,am

Chainoan, and this was pYobably. OLIY big~lest catc:h. l.ewiw Schneicl6'r o:>f

ASIS agre.HJ to:> be Lo.:al Arr,angem",nts Ch,ail'matl, an.:>theymaJQr O::,"It,:h gince

l..6'wis i£ll <lI pro:>fe-ssiotlal me-eting plannel" and, bYC)L1ght. exc .... llent cY'edentials

t,::o the ,jo:>b. W& also:> g.::ot: Dy. Chris Peyryas TLltorial Chaiymatl"and C'.,l.

Vic Mayshal1 ,It DODC! agY'eed to act as.lialscon to::, that agElncy (after h&

was tratlsf",rYed, h", was l!Iw:.:eeded by l.t. C.:>1. Jim McDani&1. Finally, Carl

i 'ndwehr of I\IRl. ,YAne!, Terry L';:ozcmsky c,f DoD's C"! D:l.re.ct;oYate ag.reedto

.... lp ':>L1't.
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As some of yo;:.u kncM, the' 15e,c;ond Ce.nferG'nc"t: was hG'ld cm DG'cG'mbeY 2rld

through the 4th at th.. Westp ••r k Hotel, Vi enna, Vi rgi nia, and was •• gr,e••t

15ucc ..sml. (Jv~~r 190 p ..r'scml!! attG'nded' the thr&e day ConfeYence. Clalllsifl,<.d

\"If.lssi.::ms were h .. ld at a n ..arby /'1itr .. flacility and attra.:t ...d .;)v..r 100

p..orJle, Th.. tutorials which W..YE< introduced pY'(.:lv&d. V&yy succem5ful, with

ml.gnificant ,.ttend..nc.~ at each. Commentsr&ceived from attendeem in •• '

totally unlllolillit ..d w.'y, w€tli'.e v ..yy complemi-mtayy.

On th.. heels of thi,$ ,h...ady pY'.:llllp"Y·ity, W€t b ..gan mol"';' ;,uflbi,tious

pl,mt1ing foY' th«.' ThiYd, OonfG'r,encE'. WE' s&lec:tE'd CIYlando '1'01'" a vaxl,ety of

y .....son15. F'iYl$t, b ....:,aul$.. woJt felt a wayo',ey cl imate might be moy<l' lI>ati16fying

k'Y OUY DE'cE'mbel" meE'ting. Secc,nd, bec:~mse" ASIS. hadancl con'tinue~, tc.' hold

•• numb.~y .;)'1' succ.~s15ful meetings heye. And t,hiYd, bec:aw.leEXPO and

Di£lneywoyld ay€· gYe,~t at1':illaYy' attYElctionml 'I'm' at tii1ncl<.es, famil.ies.

C..ytainly, in numb ...y. alone, this ConfeYiilncecan boJt calloJtd a success

al.Y<.ady. Whiiln woJt'ye thyough c:c)unting, Wiil expect to have (.:lvey 150 people

h ..re. ThisnumbeY despitiil a teyrible mix~up with Ouy mailing of the

Advat1ce Progl"l!\m, which delayed,c, by nEhW 1 y a month, the acquisi tion of

PY';)9y,.m in f.;)Ym,,,tiOt1by pyospective att",ndeG's fully me... ts ouy

exp",c'cations. WG"vG' G'xpandG'd th", ff1G'E'tl.ng tc.' foul" days, havE' gottG't'l

piilnflissi.;)n 'I' yom I)ol)t.;) hol.d .:lal5si fled I5"'S1~iotlS at thi1lS wondeyful hQt&l',

and at t I" ae: t.1cl some new UIllf.'Y iliHitgm&nt,s' to t hilS meet l. ng.
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Th", .:.?nc",pt ,?fth", Conferenc ... has also matur",d to a point wher ...

acc ...pt'H1ce· of OLIY' rol", wi·thin the compute-r security field is be:lng

recognized. This role is eenter,;-,d ab,?ut tw,? primary ,?bJe,:tive-1S1 firat, t,,,

provide ill forum. at which illllJlues regaY'ding applic:atic,ns of cc,mputer

se':urity to planned progrillms ami systems may be expl,:,re-dp and fll1l":.?nd, to

provi,de edueation,~l expeY'ietlCes :In comput",r s&curity ilIpplicaticms. Last

y."ar's ,:cmfel'"<11't1,:e h,"d approximately 85 persons attend three tutorial1!ll .?n

the fir'lllt d ..,y, and approxirf,ately 190 p.,ople attll'nel(,1'd the classi Heel ,mel

unelassified~lI'ssion1!llduringthe next two days.

Plcmning fc,Y' next y.~ar's m",eting has already begun. I"larshalJ. Abrams

will be 13eneraiChairm,lItlp Steve Walker, Lewil;;; Sdmeider, ,lind Bob I{c,viilch

will continue i,n their primary rol(,1'lllp Dixi(,1' Bak,.r of Th(,1' A(,1'rO~;pacil'

Corp'?l'ation has agre..d to be TIAt,?rials Ch,lIirm,mp and Terry Lozonsky and

·'(r,', Mc:DanieJ. will $~tay em ae~ ,:omrllittee, membil,y'sp, yours' truly will l"el¥,ain

.tive and ,lIct as Finatlc .. Chairrl'im. Mmlt important, SteveW."I.lker will

,;gain be a~;sist...eI by Bob MoY'ris of NeSC" W... are all very happy, al,lSe),

that Bill Bisignani of Booz-All ..n, th. fil"st Chairman of this Canferene ..

halS again fOUtld time te) participat .. in th.. planning he will be aS$~i1!ltin$J

St ..v.~ ,?n pr",p,"ring ,lin outll.tanding t ..chni':,111 pr,?gr,lIm forne~;t year.

Speaki 1'1£1 of which .'" I'd l:l k",to formaJ.1 y be the fin;t to i nvi t", .aU of

yOI.1 to Jc)inus again next year h ..re in Or 1,lIndo" Our meeting dates ar.~ ~let

for December 12 throLIllh th... 16, and w.. pY'c,m!E;E1' to have I$c,m.. more

interef6ting 5llAl"pri1i>es for yc'u itl our t,?tal .pr'?li)riilm.


